
 In 1964, James Chaney, An-
drew Goodman, and Michael 
Schwerner volunteered to partici-
pate in Freedom Summer activi-
ties intended to cure the State of 
Mississippi from racial discrimina-
tion.  These slain activists were 
three of hundreds of volunteers 
who permeated Mississippi 
throughout the sum-
mer of 1964 attempt-
ing to register Afri-
can-American voters 
and raise national 
awareness to racial 
discrimination and the inequitable 
conditions of African-Americans 
in Mississippi.  Chaney, Good-
man, and Schwerner were killed 
on June 21, 1964 in Neshoba 
County, Mississippi, while investi-
gating the arson of Mt. Zion Bap-
tist Church.  Mt. Zion Baptist 

Church was one of numerous 
churches victimized by arsonists, 
simply because it was active in 
holding voter registration drives 
and campaigns.   

 The deaths of Chaney, Good-
man, and Schwerner are attrib-
uted to a mob of Ku Klux Klans-

men and local Ne-
shoba county sheriff 
authorities who col-
laborated on their 
murders.  The Fed-
eral Bureau of In-

vestigations conducted investiga-
tions and collected incriminating 
evidence against many of the 
defendants.  However, the racial 
climate of the state did not per-
mit any meaningful convictions to 
be made.  In 1964, the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation could 
only muster enough support to 

E v e r y  S t e p  
C o u n t s !  

A body built for learn-
ing requires good cogni-
tive skills, psychomotor 
ability, good nutrition and 
health to name a few.  
Physical activity has been 
an area that education has 
left behind, since the 
number one priority for 

most schools is placing all 
of their resources on No 
Child Left Behind educa-
tion reforms.  This is an-
other need to meet with 
inadequate financial assis-
tance.  

In an effort to turn the 
tides of this chronic weight 
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P f i z e r  I n  H a r m o n y  

Harmony, Mississippi 
is an African American 
community in Leake 
County, approximately 10 
miles southeast of Car-
thage and about sixty 
miles from Jackson.  It is 
also where NAACP civil 
rights activist Winson Hud-

son was born, and where 
she lived and died.  The 
community is truly a 
“harmonizing” place, befit-
ting of its name so much 
that they feel it is neces-
sary to host a Harmony 
Celebration every year in 
August which began in the 

 “I urge the Attorney 
General’s office to 
please secure jus-
tice...” 



On Saturday, Au-
gust 7, 2004, more 
than 600 children 
from across Washing-
ton County took Cas-
tlewood Park by 
storm, in the small 
city of Hollandale, 
Mississippi to receive 
their much needed 
school supplies. The 
Back-to-School Jam-
boree was sponsored 
by the Hollandale 

School District’s Early 
Head Start Program. 
The jamboree was 
filled with 
fun, 
games, 
prizes, 
excite-
ment, 
plenty of 
food and 
give-a-
ways. A 
parade 

from North & East 
Avenue to Castle-
wood Park helped to 

“kick 
off” the 
much 
antici-
pated 
and 
suc-
cessful 
event! 

The 
chil-

dren, as well as 
adults, participated in 
games including a 
cake walk, dunking 
booth, sack races, 
and musical chairs 
and culminated with 
a live Karate demon-
stration! A fashion 
show featuring stu-
dents from the Hol-
landale School Dis-
trict showcased 
proper uniform attire 

condition, I visited Em Boyd Elemen-
tary School along with General Mills 
representatives, 
Brian Peters, 
Marie McLean, 
and Jeff Shapiro 
to present a chal-
lenge to the en-
tire school to en-
gage in physical 
activity and col-
lect Box Tops 
Coupons from par-
ticipating food 
products. The pro-
gram is called, “Box Tops Education 
Step Up Challenge.”  Taking on the 
challenge will earn the school money 
towards physical activity equipment, 
help decrease the high numbers in 
obesity among adults and children 
while having fun.   

As an incentive, General Mills 

has donated 10,000 box tops worth 
$.10 cents each, valued at 

$1,000.00. At the end of 
the challenge General Mills 
will present the winning 
classroom that has per-
formed and recorded the 
most physical activity and 
box tops collected a 
Wheaties Cereal Box with 
their picture on it later this 
fall.  The school will also 
be paid for additional Box 
Tops collected.  This is an 
annual event by which the 

school can possibly earn up to 
$20,000.00.   

Principal, Reva Pree announced 
plans to use the money towards air 
conditioning for the school gym, 
which will make activities held in the 
gym more tolerable.  In addition to 
teachers, students, and staff, there 

was an impressive parent turnout to 
take the challenge as well.  Together 
they decided which physical activi-
ties to do while earning money to 
take some pressure off the school’s 
budget.   

Hopefully a new air conditioner 
and the fun they will have taking on 

this 

physical challenge to get healthy and 
loose weight will encourage the 
school to adopt this as part of their 
daily and extra curricular activity.  

For more information, contact 
Timla G. Washington in my 
Greenville office at twashing-
ton@mail.house.gov or (662) 335-
9003. 

for the upcoming year. We 
need to make sure that all 
children receive the tools 
necessary to adequately 
achieve success in school. 
Being a former educator, I 
know that our children are 
the leaders of tomorrow 
and should have the re-
sources to do so.  

Over 900 bags were 
given to not only students 
in 
the 

Hollandale School District, 
but to any child that took 
the time to attend. No 
child was denied. More 
than 600 hot dogs, ham-
burgers, cokes, chips and 
nachos were given to chil-
dren as well as adults.  

All children received 
notebooks, paper, pins, 
spiral tablets and folders, 
just to name a few of the 

supplies. As luck would 
have it, some children 
even received uniforms for 
schools, which was one 
less uniform parents had 
to purchase. Our hats are 
off to the entire commu-
nity for their efforts to 
make this event a suc-
cess. Everyone that at-
tended was pleased with 
the outcome of the event. 

At this Jamboree – “No 
Child was Left Denied!” 

For more information, 
contact Juliet Thomas in 
my Greenville office at 
jthomas@mail.house.gov 
or (662) 335-9003. 

B a c k - T o - S c h o o l  J a m b o r e e  

E v e r y  S t e p  C o u n t s !  
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Congressman Thompson 
at Em Boyd Elementary 

for the Step Up Challenge 

“Everyone that 
attended was 
pleased… No 
Child was Left 
Denied.” 

“Taking on this challenge 
will earn the school 
money towards physical 
activity equipment activ-
ity equipment.” 

Visit Congressman Thompson on the Web at www.house.gov/thompson. 
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Pfizer In Harmony 

late 1960’s.   

The recent Medicaid 
balancing act is cutting ap-
proximately 65,000 Missis-
sippians off the program 
leaving them virtually with 
little to no assistance for 
healthcare and costs.  The 
celebration already attracts 
hundreds of people making 
it the ideal time to provide 
free Glaucoma eye screen-
ings as well as information 
for help with prescription 
drugs for those not insured.  
I participated in the cele-
bration on both, Saturday 

and Sunday afternoon as 
well as assisted in a Pfizer 
“Helpful Answers” program 
and a glaucoma screening.  

Over 40 people were 
screened and of that num-
ber, about 12% to 13% of 
them were identified as be-
ing at risk of 
developing 
the dreaded 
disease.  
Glaucoma is 
the leading 
cause of 
irreversible 
blindness 

because it damages the 
optic nerve, the nerve 
that carries messages 
from the eye to the brain.  
It has no noticeable 
symptoms or early warn-
ing signs and CANNOT be 
cured.  However, the best 

protection against it 
is regular eye 
screening for detec-
tion and if discov-
ered in time there 
are treatments to 
keep the disease 
from progressing. 
Glaucoma affects 

about 3 million Americans, 
many of whom are not 
aware that they have the 
disease.  Help is available 
for anyone needing assis-
tance or have questions 
by calling Pfizer at 1-866-
774-4800. 

For more information, 
contact Michael Montgom-
ery in my Bolton office at 
mmontgom-
ery@mail.house.gov or 
(601) 866-9003. 

prosecute the defendants 
for violation of the civil 
rights of James Chaney, 
An-
drew 
Good-
man, 
and Mi-
chael 

Schwerner.   

 The murders of two 
Jewish men in Mississippi, 
Andrew Goodman and Mi-
chael Schwerner, attracted 
national attention to the 
veracity of the state’s ra-
cial problems.   It became 
clear that because James 
Chaney was black, if the 
Jewish boys had not mur-
dered too, the FBI would 
not have been involved in 
the case.  While searching 
for Chaney, Goodman, and 
Schwerner, the bodies of 
many other African-
Americans were found.   

 Facing pressure from 

national media attention, 
President Lyndon Johnson 
and Attorney General 
Robert Kennedy urged FBI 
director J. Edgar Hoover to 
investigate all information 
that was pertinent to the 
case. The Federal Bureau 
of Investigation collected 
ample amount of evidence 
in1964, including confes-
sions, that could be used 
today to prosecute the re-
maining eight of the nine-
teen original defendants 
today. 

Forty years 
ago, our govern-
ment looked the 
other way as 
wrongs such as this 
took place.  Gov-
ernment officials 
sworn to protect 
Chaney, Goodman, 
and Schwerner were in fact 
responsible for their 
deaths.  Re-opening this 
case sends the strong mes-
sage that our country has 
evolved and will not toler-
ate this sort of injus-

tice.  For forty years, the 
families of the three slain 
civil rights activists have 
gone without any recom-
pense for their loss.  The 
Chaney, Goodman, and 
Schwerner families have 
celebrated birthdays and 
innumerable holidays 
without their loved ones 
to share them 
with.  Their fond memories 
of James Chaney, Andrew 
Goodman, and Michael 
Schwerner have undoubt-

edly been clouded 
by the fact that 
their murderers 
continue to walk 
the streets with 
their freedom and 
have never been 
prosecuted to the 
fullest extent of 
the law.   

 On June 18, 2004, I 
proposed House Concur-
rent Resolution 457 in Con-
gress that requests the 
U.S. Attorney General’s 
office re-open the case, 
and assist the Attorney 

General of Mississippi with 
the full 
coopera-
tion of the 
U.S. De-
partment 
of Justice’s 
counsel 

and re-

sources.  Re-opening this 
case could lead to convic-
tions and ensures that the 
deaths of James Chaney, 
Andrew Goodman, and Mi-
chael Schwerner were not 
in vain.  I urge the Attor-
ney General’s office to 
please secure justice in the 
names of James Chaney, 
Andrew Goodman, and Mi-
chael Schwerner and their 
families. It is time for this 
chapter of Mississippi and 
the nation’s civil rights leg-
acy to be officially closed.   

For more information 
on this legislation, contact 
Karis Gutter in my office at 
kgutter@mail.house.gov or 
(202)-225-5876. 

Visit Congressman Thompson on the Web at www.house.gov/thompson. 
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Michael Schwerner 

James Chaney 

Andrew Goodman 



good place to insert a clip art 
image or some other graphic. 

This story can fit 175-225 

words. 

If your newsletter is folded and 

mailed, this story will appear on 

the back. So, it’s a good idea to 

make it easy to read at a 

glance. 

A question and answer session 

is a good way to quickly capture 

the attention of readers. You 

can either compile questions 

that you’ve received since the 

last edition or you can summa-

rize some generic questions 

that are frequently asked about 

your organization. 

A listing of names and titles of 

managers in your organization 

is a good way to give your 

newsletter a personal touch. If 

your organization is small, you 

may want to list the names of 

all employees. 

If you have any prices of stan-

dard products or services, you 

can include a listing of those 

here. You may want to refer 

your readers to any other forms 

of communication that you’ve 

created for your organization. 

You can also use this space to 

remind readers to mark their 

calendars for a regular event, 

such as a breakfast meeting for 

vendors every third Tuesday of 

the month, or a biannual charity 

auction. 

If space is available, this is a 

Get Registered & Vote! 
 

This years election is very critical to us here in the 
United States and Mississippi.  One, because we 
must decide by voting for a President we want to 
represent the United States for another four years.  
Second, Mississippians in the 2nd Congressional Dis-
trict must vote for a Congressman they feel repre-
sents them and is truly “one of us.”   
 

United States Representative Bennie G. Thompson 

U.S. House of Representatives 

Email:  ThompsonMS2nd@mail.house.gov 

Washington, D.C. 
2432 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
(202) 225-5876 
(202) 225-5898 (Fax) 

  

Bolton 
107 West Madison Street 
Bolton, Mississippi 39041 
(601) 866-9003 
(601) 866-9036 (Fax) 
(800) 355-9003 (In State) 

  

Greenville 
910 Courthouse Lane 
Greenville, Mississippi 38701 
(662) 335-9003 
(662) 334-1304 (Fax) 

  

Greenwood 
509 Highway 82 West 
Greenwood, Mississippi 38930 
(662) 455-9003 
(662) 453-0118 (Fax) 

  

Marks 
Quitman County Court House 
335 Peach Street 
Marks, Mississippi 38646 
(662) 326-9003 

  

Mound Bayou 
Mound Bayou City Hall 
Room 134 
106 West Green Street 
Mound Bayou, Mississippi 38762 
(662) 741-9003 
(662) 741-9002 (Fax) 
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